Dr. Stapleton   In medias res in Paradise Lost
Here’s a rudimentary chart of the chronological narrative of Milton’s epic.  The “real time” of the story is naturally continuous (unbroken), from Satan on the burning lake (Book 1) to Michael expelling Adam and Eve from Paradise (Book 12).  Milton presents his chronology in a fragmented way. He employs “historical time” (antecedent action) through the narrations of various speakers, with occasional interruptions in his objective, third-person epic voice.  In the manner of his predecessors Homer and Virgil, the basic structure is in medias res:  the epic begins in the middle of the story; the middle of the epic recounts the beginning of the story.

Book       Event [and Speaker, if necessary]

5              Son created, Father installs him:  “him who disobeys / Me disobeys” (611-12)  [Raphael to Adam]

5              Satan’s rage at Father’s choice of the Son over him; Abdiel’s stand  [Raphael to Adam]

2              Sin is born from Satan’s head; horror in Heaven; creation of Death [Sin to Satan]

6              Three days of war in Heaven; rebel angels vanquished by Son  [Raphael to Adam]

6              Expulsion of rebel angels [Raphael to Adam]

7              Creation of the earth [Raphael to Adam]

8              Creation of Adam and Eve  [Adam to Raphael]

1              Satan and minions on burning lake; release; arrival at Pandemonium

2              Council at Pandemonium; Moloch, Belial, Mammon; Satan anoints himself to destroy Man

2               Satan encounters Sin, Death, Chaos; released from Hell

3              Father communes with Son about Man’s free will

3               Son chosen to redeem Man

3               Satan finds way to earth with help of Uriel

4               Satan doubts himself

4               Adam and Eve seen and heard for first time

5               Eve’s dream of disobedience

4               Gabriel discovers Satan as a toad at Eve’s ear; angels scare him off

5               Eve recounts dream

5               God sends Raphael to warn Adam and Eve

8               Raphael departs

9               Eve separates herself from Adam

9               Temptation and Fall of Adam and Eve

10             Son judges Adam and Eve

10             Satan and rebel angels punished; metamorphosis into serpents

11             Adam and Eve repent; Son demonstrates prevenient grace

11             Michael gives Adam vision of the future

12             More future

12             Michael expels Adam and Eve from Paradise to their “solitary way.”
